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Data collection can be a very long process that requires effective strategies for different aspects of the research such as attaining an efficient sample. Snowball sampling refers to attaining a research sample by asking the already available participants if they know other potential participants that may be suitable for certain studies. According to research by (Wright et al, 1992), criminologists have utilized snowball sampling, also known as chain referral to locating offenders for certain studies. The process involves recruiting initial participants then asking them to recommend other participants. The authors argue that this strategy is effective but may encounter challenges. For instance, researchers have to avoid the utilization of referrals from officials in the criminal justice system for both methodological and practical reasons. From a practical point of view, it may lead to arising of suspicions that the researchers may be covering a suspicious operation. For example, an offender may refuse to participate in research for fear of being set up for further mistakes and increased sentencing. From a methodological point of view, the sample collected may not be representative of the entire population. For example, officials may refer offenders that may provide the information they want them o reveal to the researchers. Therefore, researchers should assure their participants and potential participants that they will maintain an effective ethical code during the research.
An article by (Jacques, 2010) discusses how effective qualitative and quantitative data can be collected from participants within correctional facilities to ensure the foundation of future criminology research is effective. Challenges in research may have involved the unwillingness of participants to participate in the research. Moreover, ethical challenges in the research may involve fear of offenders to participate due to little of anonymity with the process, and breach of personal information concerning, and giving out particular data without the consent of the participants. Therefore, to ensure that this research will be done in an ethical manner, there will exist the occurrence of informed consent which will permit researchers to gather certain data from the research participants, and abiding to the informed consent rules. 
Another research by (Jacobs, 2003) involves research done on active carjackers that were arrested within the year. The interviews allowed the offenders to speak freely regarding their most recent carjacks. They were also to discuss their motivations, targets, and how they feel while committing the crime. They argued that the decision to participate in carjacking comes from street pressures, opportunism, and perceived networks regarding carjacking. The article argues that to prevent auto theft and carjacking, ensuring that windows and doors are cars are clocked at all times whether the driver is inside or not since most carjackers will always find unlocked cars easier to steal. Moreover, traveling on less remote roads alone or at night should be avoided since abandoned and lonely roads are risky ones. In conclusion, effective collection of information and sample selection can help in the prevention of certain crimes such as drug trafficking and carjacking. Crime in any society should be condemned and those involved in crime must face the law.
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